Ventura County Behavioral Health
Board Letter Summary of Contracts for September 2022

Board Date

Contractor

Amount

Term

Description

9/13/2022

California Health and Human Services Agency

$0

Effective January 31, 2023

Data Sharing Agreement with the California Health and Human Services Agency. The California Advancing and Innovating Medi-Cal (CalAIM) Behavioral
Health Quality Improvement Program (BHQIP) is a California Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) incentive payment program to support Mental
Health Plans (MHP), Managed Care Plans (MCP), Drug Medi-Cal State Plans (DMC), and Drug Medi-Cal Organized Delivery Systems (DMC-ODS) to prepare
for changes to the delivery and payment of mental health and related services as part of the implementation of the CalAIM initiative and other Newsom
Administration priorities. Under the CalAIM BHQIP, VCBH is eligible for a portion of the incentive payments provided that VCBH achieves certain milestones
related to its ability to exchange client and patient data for the implementation of CalAIM. In order to receive 100% of the available CalAIM BHQIP incentive
funds, VCBH must demonstrate that it has begun to improve its data exchange capabilities by September 30, 2022, specifically by preparing and executing a
data sharing agreement that commits VCBH to sharing certain records and information through an electronic health record system that meets certain
operability standards. In recent communication with DHCS regarding how to fulfill the requirements of this milestone, DHCS informed VCBH that it must
specifically sign the Data Exchange Framework DSA established by CalHHS. The Data Exchange Framework DSA was developed by CalHHS, DHCS, and
other stakeholders in response to state legislation requiring, among other things, improved data exchange between MHPs, MCPs, DMCs, and DMC-ODSs.
The DSA is intended to facilitate data exchange between the participants in compliance with applicable federal, state, and local health privacy laws and
regulations, including but not limited to Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA), federal law governing the confidentiality of
substance use disorder records, and Welfare and Institutions Code section 5328. The goal is to prepare a single data sharing agreement that establishes a
common set of policies and procedures that governs the exchange of health information among California MHPs, MCPs, DMCs, and DMC-ODSs for the
implementation of CalAIM. There is no fiscal impact for this Agreement.

9/20/2022

DHCS

$0

July 1, 2022 through June 30, 2027

Standard Agreement with DHCS for the Provision of Specialty Mental Health Services to Medi-Cal Beneficiaries. VCBH is designated as Ventura
County’s local mental health plan (MHP) administrator by DHCS and is responsible for providing or arranging for the provision of specialty mental health
services to Medi-Cal beneficiaries in Ventura County. The Standard Agreement with DHCS specifies the federal and state requirements that VCBH must meet
to participate as a MHP and be reimbursed for all medically necessary covered services provided to Medi-Cal beneficiaries. The Standard Agreement includes
terms and conditions related to: (1) scope of services, (2) financial requirements, (3) management information systems, (4) quality improvement system, (5)
utilization management program, (6) access and availability of resources, (7) provider network, (8) documentation requirements, (9) coordination of continuity
of care, (10) information requirements, (11) beneficiary problem resolution, (12) program integrity, (13) reporting requirements, (14) peer support services, (15)
budget and payment provisions, and (16) other general terms and conditions related to the services. New terms and conditions incorporated into the Standard
Agreement include: (1) criteria for beneficiaries to access specialty mental health services, (2) provisions and guidelines for the delivery of Medi-Cal peer
support services, (3) MEDSLITE Access account and data management requirements, and (4) additional electronic and IT accessibility non-discrimination
requirements. There is no change to the amount of the Standard Agreement; it remains at zero dollars. DHCS determined that this amount made the most
sense because the funding that is used to pay for specialty mental health services flows through different payment mechanisms (realignment distributions and
estimated total cost of the Federal Financial Participation); the Standard Agreement is not the method by which those funds are paid to counties. In addition,
the zero dollar amount eliminates the need for future amendments to change funding amounts based on actual or estimated expenditures. There is no fiscal
impact for this Agreement.

9/20/2022

Dennis M. Giroux & Associates, Inc. (DMG)

$466,924

July 1, 2022 through January 31,
2023

Eighth Amendment to the Agreement with DMG for the Provision of DMC-ODS Substance Use Disorder (SUD) Services. DMG provides outpatient
DMC-ODS SUD treatment services to adults involved in the criminal justice system at various locations in Ventura County, including Oxnard, Ventura, and the
Todd Road County Jail as well as in the Juvenile Justice Facility. DMG is also completing contingency management pilot program start up services for VCBH
for Medi-Cal beneficiaries with stimulant use disorder. DMG uses the following evidence-based practices: matrix, seeking safety, and moral reconation
therapy. In April 2022, VCBH conducted a site review audit of DMG to review their FY 2021-22 program, utilization review, fiscal, staffing, and physical plant
operations. The site review process, designed to ensure that DMG is in compliance with the requirements specified in the contract and all applicable Federal,
State, and local regulations, resulted DMG being issued a Corrective Action Plan (CAP) that identified various issues that require remediation. Because of
these issues, VCBH limited its FY 2022-23 extension of its contract with DMG to a three-month term, specifically July 1, 2022 through September 30, 2022,
pending review and finalization of the site review audit CAP. VCBH requires additional time to complete its review and finalize the DMG site review audit CAP
process. The Eighth Amendment extends the agreement with DMG at existing terms for an additional four months ending January 31, 2023 and increases the
maximum agreement amount accordingly to allow VCBH to complete its review and audit process. This agreement is funded by Drug Medi-Cal Federal
Financial Participation (D/MC FFP), Realignment, AB 109 funds and DHCS BHQIP funds.




